
 

 

 

 

Move2Alf is an application that makes it easy to import 

documents and their metadata from a file system into 

Alfresco. It connects with your scanners, fax devices, 

mailroom, shared drives or any other back-office appli-

cations that outputs documents. 

It is suited for both one time migration projects and 
recurring scheduled import jobs. Thanks to it’s use of 
multi-threading, it is optimized for high performance 
loading of large batches of files. Multiple jobs can be 
configured to load from different sources and write to 
one or more separate Alfresco repositories. Move2Alf 
can load files from any CMIS compatible ECM system 
like MS SharePoint 2010. 
A user friendly web interface allows you to quickly cre-

ate new import jobs, edit existing jobs and manage the 

configuration. The UI also provides a status overview of 

running jobs and lets you access reports of finished 

jobs. Move2Alf features role based access control 

which means you can limit access to the appropriate 

people in your organization and differentiate between 

who can edit the configuration and who can access the 

reporting. 

SCHEDULING 

Jobs can be defined to run one time or be scheduled to 

run multiple times. Thanks to the scheduler you can 

import new documents at night and during weekends 

when the load on Alfresco is low to not interfere with 

the daily usage of your users. Move2Alf supports 

hourly, daily, weekly and advanced (cron expressions) 

recurrence. Jobs can also be started on demand, out-

side the regular schedule. 

METADATA 

In addition to the content of your documents Move2Alf 

also writes the corresponding metadata to Alfresco. By 

default the file system metadata like owner and original 

creation date are used but it is easy to develop custom 

metadata readers that read metadata from external 

files (CSV, XML), from the documents itself or from back

-end systems. Examples are supplied to develop such in 

an interface in a few hours. 

DOCUMENT TRANSFORMATIONS 

Optionally custom 

document transfor-

mations can be ap-

plied to the imported 

documents. This  can 

be a transformation 

of the content, for 

example a conversion 

from scanned  TIFF 

files to PDF or a trans-

formation on the 

metadata. Custom document transformers can also de-

termine the folder structure and access rights of the 

imported files. Custom components like metadata read-

ers and document transformers are developed using 

Java which will be very familiar to developers. Devel-

oper documentation is provided.  XeniT can also de-

velop custom solutions for your specific situation if re-

quired. A typical example would be to read meta-data 

belonging to documents from a back-end system like 

SAP, a CRM, a mainframe application or other. 

 

REPORTING 
Move2Alf creates reports of all import jobs, listing all 

successful and failed documents.  
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This allows you to quickly detect and respond to tech-

nical problems. Statistics on the number of documents 

and load times are also collected. The reports can be 

accessed using the web interface or sent by email. Ei-

ther HTML, CSV (Excel) or PDF reports can be gener-

ated. 

In addition to reporting Move2Alf also features intelli-
gent error handling. Previously failed imports can be 
automatically recovered during the next run of a job. 
A JMX interface makes it possible to integrate 

Move2Alf in your existing IT monitoring infrastructure. 

BENEFITS OVER OTHER SOLUTIONS 

¶ Web based GUI 
¶ Multi-user access with role based access control 
¶ Contains intelligence to create folder structures 

and move documents to the appropriate folder 
(based upon meta-data) and set the appropriate 
access rights 

¶ Scheduled jobs 
¶ Optimise import performance 
¶ Reporting and monitoring 
¶ Error handling and self recovery 

HOW IS MOVE2ALF USED?  

¶ Migration from shared drive to Alfresco: When 
moving from shared Windows drives to a real 
document management system based on Al-
fresco Move2Alf can help with the necessary 
migration of your documents. 

¶ Daily import of documents from scanner of fax 
server. 

¶ Import files from back-end systems. 

In the above scenario, output in AFP format is trans-

formed by ADEPT to produce PDF and CSV files. The 

CSV files contain the meta-data. Both file types are 

processed by Move2Alf to store documents and their 

meta-data. 

In another production scenario, Move2Alf picks up a 

number of TIFF files, merges them together into a 

(smaller) number of PDF documents, and finally stores 

the documents and their metadata in the appropriate 

location in Alfresco. The iText library is used to merge 

the TIFF files. The location where to put the docu-

ments is computed based upon the meta-data. 

PERFORMANCE  

Typically, Move2Alf will store between 200 and up to 
600 documents per minute in Alfresco. The actual 
throughput rate depends upon: 
¶ your hardware layout and Alfresco tuning 
¶ transformations on the documents (merging, 

meta-data extraction) 
¶ creation of folders based upon meta-data 
¶ logical division of input data to avoid store con-

flicts 

INSTALLATION, SUPPORT AND TECH-

NICAL REQUIREMENTS 

Move2Alf is a Java web application. You can choose to 
run it on a separate server (recommended) or run it 

on the same machine as your Alfresco repository. 
Files are loaded into Alfresco using SOAP over HTTP. 
Move2Alf is managed using any web browser. 
 
Prerequisites: 
¶ Web browser 
¶ Java application server (tested on Tomcat and 

Jetty) 
¶ MySQL database 

 

For more information contact 

sales@xenit.eu.  
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